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Statement of Policy 


This issue begins our third year of 
service to an ever increasing clientele 
—a subscription list that has steadily 
grown from month to month. To 
the many who have joined this fellow- 
ship of truth during the past year 
may we explain something of our 
policy. Between the Lines is not in- 
tended to serve as a newspaper or 
magazine; it is a condensed, authen- 
tic report on significant trends of con- 
cern to the Christian mind. We seek 
to be neither pro-labor nor pro-capital 
for we do not believe unchristian 
socialization is the answer to unchris- 
tian capitalism. Either form of so- 
ciety would work if it were Christian. 
We are neither anti-administration nor 
pro-administration. We are for the 
action of the government when it is 
Christian and opposed to it when it 
is unchristian. We believe the only 
solution to the race question is Chris- 
tian brotherhood. 

While we whole-heartedly support 
American arms in the struggle for 
victory as the only way out of our 
present dilemma, we believe war is a 
preventable crime and that the econo- 
mic or political imperialism which 
breeds war is incompatible with the 
Christian faith, 

In the past two years we have not 
been afraid to tell the truth, even 
when it was contrary to popular at- 
titudes and official propaganda. Ina 
steady sequence, the reports we have 
advanced, with their forecasts of 
events and trends, have been fulfilled. 
Hence Between the Lines has now 
solidly established itself as a source 
of information and interpretation on 
those issues that are of deepest con- 
cern to the Christian mind, and which 
are subject to the most repression in 
the usual news channels. In this res- 
pect it has become America’s leading 
fellowship of truth. 











Congress Fumbles 
Congressmen from the poll tax states of 


the South and Republican Congressional 
leaders fumbled the ball right into Roose- 
velt’s hands on the service men’s vote con- 
troversy. As you have no doubt deducted 
from newspaper reports, some Republicans 
in Congress felt that the administration’s 
complete control of all news and propaganda 
reaching the armed forces would mean that 
a soldier vote would not be a fair democra- 
tic vote. As evidence they point to the use 
of the OWI as a Roosevelt propaganda 
agency—a situation which even few New 
Dealers deny. 

Of course the Southern Congressmen 
are not going to let Negroes, fighting for 
democracy abroad, get a taste of democracy 
while they are in uniform. They might 
want some of it when they got back home. 


(Continued on next page) 


AMERICA’S GREATEST STRENGTH today is the strength of a great ideal. 
We have no empire of subservient people which we try to hold. Criticise the New 
Deal as we may, it did not consolidate its power by the liquidation of 10,000,000 peasants. 
Our empire is our way of life, our revolution a product of ballots, not bayonets. 

God is trying to use this ideal, this country and its leaders, to bring the world out 
of the bloody darkness of the past into a new and happier day. Trace this American 
ideal to its source, that source is the Christian thesis of life,—its origin, the Christ. 
The enemy without can never make us fail, but the enemy within can. And that enemy 
is spiritual indifference and spiritual cowardice. 


Today and Tomorrow 

The facts are slowly emerging from the secrecy which surrounded the recent great 
diplomatic meetings. With oriental simplicity and quiet cunning, Stalin said least, did 
least, yet came out w ith the greatest gains. 

It is now admitted in official circles that, without any fanfare, Stalin played the 
tunes at these conferences, at the one he did not attend as well as at those he did. The 
fact that Stalin has behind him the biggest and toughest army in human history, with 
the greatest land front for land based air power (the criterion for judging military 
might in the future), made Stalin’s situation simple. He said what he wanted and 
got it. 
Russia This new Russian situation broke upon the world with the victory of Sta- 
lingrad . . . which may well go down in history as the greatest battle of several cen- 
turies. You will notice that there have been no speeches in London or Washington 
about Anglo-American policing of the world since Stalingrad! 

Russia is expected to have a free hand in lining up the entire Eastern European 
world to the Soviet taste. Russia will be dominant in the Balkans. The Baltic states, 
as such, are gone. They may retain their names but in reality they will retain little else. 
Eastern Poland is gone—that also is openly admitted. What will remain of Western 
Poland is yet a question. But, in cold facts, Stalin did to Poland what England went 
to war with Germany to prevent! Of course they will say post war adjustments will 
be brought about by “plebiscites,” but European plebiscites are travesties of our concep- 
tion of a democratic election. 

However, it must be said that there is much more chance for enduring peace in 
the uniting in economic cooperation of a block of Russian-dominated Slavic nations 
(where they do not actually unite politically), than there ever was in the Versailles 
balance-of-power plan which became but a caricature of the Wilsonian dream. 

In relation to Russia’s new and tremendous post war position, Roosevelt will be 
credited with the master stroke; for it is his persuasive influence that is believed to 
have caused Stalin to moderate the Soviet revolutionary theme—something that would 
counterbalance the fears of the retreating British tories. The world is being greatly 
impressed with Russia’s dissolution of the Comintern, the Soviet “return to religion,” 
and the recent dropping of the famous hymn of the Bolshevik revolutionaries. But, 
as we have informed you in previous releases, we believe the “old guards” of conser- 
vatism over the world are too much inclined to believe that these highly propagandized 
changes of Russia’s life mean the revolution is over. These changes, while significant 
in many ways, do not at all remove the conflict of interests and objectives between 
Russia and the racialism and profit motive at the core of the world’s capitalistic system. 
England England’s interests are being forced out entirely in Eastern Europe and this is 
costly to London. Diplomatic circles believe Roosevelt persuaded England to take losses 
in her former Eastern European spheres of influence in the interest of post war peace. 
The British also have suddenly been forced to give up their long established plan of 
re-seating the kings of Greece, Yugoslavia and elsewhere, which has been the keynote 
of the Churchill policy until Teheran. For months we forecasted that this Churchill 
policy would inevitably run afoul Stalin’s ideas, and it did, more promptly even than 
had been estimated. 

Russia’s new great might has the English blocked in and they know it. 
land’s hold on a place of dominance in Asia is entirely at the mercy of Russian in- 
fluence, and we believe this is recognized in London. England’s hope, however, is that 
while Russia’s great strength is ——— in post war reconstruction, the British will 
have time to reform and liberalize their Asiatic colonial holdings to such an extent that 
it will forestall any catastrophic effect of later Russian influence. Our listening posts 
report that large groups of young English business executives believe much will depend 
on how soon they can get rid of “Churchillism” after the war. The terrific barrage 
of tory propaganda, that floods the American radio and press, prevents the average 
American from realizing that the majority of young English leaders believe Churchill’s 
obstinate courage, which saved them during war, would de stroy them during the com- 
ing peace. Churchill is a great and brilliant leader but he is devoted to keeping the 
past intact; young Britain knows that that is impossible, they know England must change 
to meet the future. 


Railroad Strike 


Newspapers have been giving considerable coverage to the railroad workers’ wage 
controversy and its accompanying strike situation, but the real reasons for the strike 
have been generally suppressed, except in the labor press. Those reasons are quite 


(Continued on next page) 
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What Will Society Pay? 


The class is assembled and the Major begins his instruction: “This 
is a school for murder,” he says. “Murder is my business. Not 
the vague shooting of unknown people in combat, but the personal, 
individual killing of a man in cold blood. It is an art which you 
have to study, practice, and perfect. 

“The average Englishman or American, unfortunately, suffers 
from remorse. You must overcome that, or it will slow you down 
and cause your own death. Shooting an enemy is like swatting a 
fly. Keep thinking that, shoot a few, and you'll sleep like a baby 
after the bloodiest shambles.” 

That is a description given in a New York newspaper (Herald- 
Tribune) of instruction given commando fighters. The results of 
such instruction are becoming all too evident. A soldier, just back 
from Guadalcanal, told the police that he had strangled an eighteen- 
year-old girl in a drunken rage. “Killing is so easy,” he said, re- 
ferrirg to his war experiences, “nobody thinks anything of it.” 

“Everything went black inside of me and I didn’t know much 
until it was all over,” testified another United States soldier on trial 
for murder in England. 

These stories are proof that the belief that we can twist the 
morals of a whole generation, and then move into a peaceful world 
without costly and heartbreaking adjustments, is due for some shock- 
ing awakening. The only guarantee that such war damage is not 
going to destroy a lad’s sense of moral balance is to keep his thoughts 
and attitudes grounded in a Christian experience and in the deep 
rooted influence of a boyhood in a Christian home. The Army will 
make your boy ready for war. Have you made him ready for what 
war can do to him? 


On the Other Hand 


High ranking military authorities have had the courage to point 
out that the average American boy evidences a complete absence of 
permanent hatred for enemy nations, the Germans, the Italians and 
the Japanese. And these same military leaders, as a general rule, 
highly endorse this attitude, claiming that hatred actually handicaps 
a soldier, making him inferior in the cool-headed precision demanded 
by modern weapons. 

Dr. William B. Pugh, chairman of the General Commission on 
Army and Navy Chaplains, reported, at the close of a three-month 
inspection tour of overseas American Army camps, that the most 
outstanding characteristic of the soldiers he met was their lack of 
hatred of the enemy. 

Such first-hand impressions as Dr. Pugh’s will not be relished by 
the hate-filled stay-at-homes like Rex Stout, Walter Winchell and 
Clifton Fadiman. The inspiring fact remains, however, that the 
hearts of the boys, who are on the actual fighting frouts in the midst 
of danger, have not been corroded by the vicious poison distilled in 
the ag of some of our vocal non-combatants. 

An illuminating and hopeful point concerning the state of mind 
ond state of soul of American service men is apparent in the following 
statement made by Dr. Pugh: 

“You could tell these boys’ 


fathers twenty-five years ago,” he 
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said, “that they were on a holy crusade, in a war to end war or 
fighting to save democracy. Not so with the modern American 
soldier. He would almost laugh at me if I talked such rot. He is 
intelligent and he is interested in what it’s all about because he knows 
something of the world in which he lives. Our soldiers today want 
a virile religion—a religion that gets down to the reality of their 
lives and is related to what they are doing.” 


Mica 

A Senate investigation reveals a lag in the war program due to 
the throttling of mica production. The important radio and radar 
industries are heavy users of mica, yet this country’s supply of mica 
comes from India and Brazil in spite of the fact that scientific re- 
ports indicate that there is plenty of mica in the United States itself. 
Our need for this valuable material is increasing enormously but 
foreign monopolies, with big business connections in this country, con- 
tinue to prevent the development of our own sources 

One excuse offered has been that when tested (by merely looking 
at it), domestic mica shows a great many “spots. ” Tmporters and 
sellers reject spotty mica, claiming that mica which comes from India 
and which is clear is best. The Bell Testing Laboratories have run 
a series of tests and have proven that the clearness or spottiness of 
mica has no effect on its suitability for use in radio and radar con- 
densers and that, in fact, much “clear” imported mica doesn’t meet 
condenser specifications as well as does “spotty” American mica. 

The Bell tests seem to have escaped the close attention of the 
mica division of the War Production Board, perhaps because the head 
of that department is a salesman for a mica fabricating company and 
is not a technician skilled in the processing of the mineral. The 
fact that a mica stock pile was not built up before the war may also 
be due to placing responsibility for this vital war material in the 
hands of individuals who are not experts on, nor interested in, the 
technique of production. 

The Senate Truman Committee has discovered that cripplingly 
low prices have been put on American mica, thus increasing the dif- 
ficulties of the production of domestic mica. According to the Wash- 
ington correspondent of The Progressive, Frank C. Hanighen, it seems 
that the Reconstruction Finance Corporation set up a government 
agency called the Colonial Mica Corporation. This corporation name, 
however, closely resembles that of the Colonial Mica Company, a 
private company which is a large importer of mica. The Colonial 
Mica Company, as an importer, would naturally have little interest 
in the production of domestic mica. Not only are the names of 
these mica firms similar, but the head of the Colonial Mica Corpora- 
tion is also the president of the Colonial Mica Company! 

The members of the Truman Committee, says Mr. Hanighen, are 
especially interested in the similarity of names. They wonder whether 
the private company expects to benefit from this likeness. The gov- 
ernment company, of course, has made valuable contacts through its 
wartime powers, contacts which the private company, with its almost 
identical name, might well follow up in post war business. Rep- 
resentatives of the private firm, in testifying, “just couldn’t remem- 
ber how the two names got mixed up.” 





